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BRAVE Emily Webley-Smith has
sent shock waves through the
world of British women’s tennis
with two fantastic results in the
Cech Republic this week, wries
Julie R

Tho Toyear-old Bristol-based
tennis ace, who trains at the Uni-
versity of Bath with Team Bath
Academy coach Simon Jones, has
only just recovered from major
foot surgery.

But, in her return to compet-
itive ‘action, h se-
cured two victories over players
well above her in the world rank-
ings in a top $25,000 WTA tour-
nament.

Travelling to the Czech Repub-
lic on her own and with a heavy
cold, Webley-Smith defeated the

RISING STAR: Emily Webley-Smith is on top form in the Czech Republic

world No 129 and No 1 seed in the
qualitying round, Luclja Krzel),
‘the main dra

She then faced the No 2 secd in
the competition, Alena Vaskova,
who Is ranked 127 In the world

‘Teenage ace shocks top seeds

“She has beaten players 300

o
“And this is jns( a few weeks
after a foot operati
Webley Smith b bmke her ankle

to
Fanking of 476, and nolched upa
comfortable 6-4, 6-0 vict

She was due fo meet Lucie Se-
farova yesterday for a place in the
third round.

Bathampton sports marketing
consultant Don Macpherson has

helping Webley-Smith with

the mental side of her game for
five years and has been in contact
with her this week.

“Her performances really have
been inspirational,” said Macph-

unsuccessful foot operation be-
fore the most recent surgery.

“An injury such as this can play
havoc mentally,” added Macph-

““She played 1n pain for a long
time, so I needed to make
Dellcve in e sirengihof hor
ankle again.

“We have done a lot of accel-
erated healing under hypnosis
and I have been talking to her on
the phone this week to carry on
the mind coaching.”




